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In this decision we establish a new framework to govern the provision of in-region, long distance 
services by the Bell Operating Companies and their independent incumbent local exchange carrier 
affiliates.  Once again we recognize the significant competition that exists in the long distance market.  I 
support moving away from regulation where the record shows that a competitive market exists, rendering 
those regulations unnecessary.   Today’s decision takes a carefully balanced approach, providing 
regulatory relief to the incumbent Bell Operating Companies, allowing them to respond to marketplace 
demands efficiently and effectively, but ensuring that less intrusive or less costly regulation remains that 
protects important consumer interests and competition.  Accordingly, I support today’s Order removing 
legacy regulations where robust competition has rendered those regulations no longer necessary to 
maintain a competitive market.


